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tive and referendum should be adopted in both
federal and state legislation, and already a
beginning has been made in that direction in
a number of our states. The impression
seems to be that reform measures could be
more easily passed, and that our government
would be more progressive than under our
system of representative government. The
experience of Switzerland has been otherwise.
In that country many progressive measures
passed by the legislatures, when submitted
to the people on petition, have been defeated.
And even in the case of the obligatory refer-
endum, where all measures of importance
which are passed by the legislature must be
submitted to the people for their approval, a
considerable portion are regularly rejected.
This, perhaps, is to be expected. We have
already considered at some length the mental
inertia which leads us to prefer our customary
ways of doing things and our disinclination to
make the effort involved in change. If, then,
we are asked to vote for a change in policy,
especially if that change is somewhat radical,
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